GEORGE ELIOT ON THE HUMAN
CHARACTERS

A DISTINGUISHED living author once observed in
our hearing, that there was a time when George
Eliot's genius seemed to him to be of almost
boundless promise. c I even thought/ he pro-
ceeded, i that some day she might perhaps have
equalled Miss Austen.7 There are few, we
conceive, amongst George Eliot's admirers wlio
would either thank our critic for these liberal
hopes, or sympathise with him in his implied
disappointment ; nor do we ourselves share in
the temper of his criticism. We disagree with
him, however, not because his judgment was
entirely false, but because it was only very
partially true. So far as he had viewed the
matter, his view was accurate. It is misleading
only because its scope was limited. There are
few minds which have accomplished much, that
to observant eyes have at one time not promised

1 c Theoplirastus  Such.'    By George Eliot.     London and
Edinburgh : 1879.
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